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a reaction from, exaggerated asceticism. By using the Will
to serve the body, we- make the Will its slave, and' the
practice of continually removing little aches and pains by
willing them to go saps the higher quality of endurance. A
person thus acting is apt to be irritable under small physical
discomforts which the Will cannot remove, and the higher
power of the Will, which can control the body and support it
in its work, even though it be suffering, is undermined.
Hesitancy to use the power of the Will for relief of one's
body need not arise from any doubt as to the soundness of
the thought, the reality of the law, on which such action is
based ; but from a fear that men may fail under the tempta-
tion of using that which should lift them to realms spiritual as
the minister of the physical, and may thus become slaves of
the body, and be helpless when the body fails them in the
hour of need.

It is an occult law, binding on every Initiate, that he may
not use an occult power for his own helping ; if he do, he
loses the power to help others, and it is not worth while to
forfeit the great for the small. That already referred-to
story of the temptation of the Christ has a further-reaching
significance than most understand. Had He used His occult
power to turn stones into bread for the relief of His hunger,
instead of waiting in patient strength for the food brought
by the Shining Ones, He would not later have been able to
endure the mystic sacrifice of the Cross. The taunt then
flung at Him contained an occult truth : " He saved others :

Himself He cannot save." He could not use, to spare Him-
self one pang, the powers that had opened the eyes of the
blind and made the leper clean. Those who would save